$33 THE MAN IN THI MOQN,

short calieo petticoat, fastened round tle walst by a bidt, studded
with imituticm cofin-nails.  His shoes were constracted on the
solar-system of the period, consisting only of a pair of leather soles
tightly fastened to his_feet with ved tape, tied in a knot Just above
the ancles,

His intelleet was of the lowest order, and his ideas were generally
im the highest disorder. The wise maxims of the anciens philoso-
phess, specimens of which are to be mot with in modem copybooks,
and are so much more remarkable for selfievident truth than
sparkling vivasity, had never expanded his tender mind. e has
been, by some, supposcd o have been handsome, but the fact (about
to be related) adduced in ovidence of this supposition, of his having -
fallen in love with Iis own portrait in water colours, tends more to
prove s stupidity than his beauty,

The first recorded incideat o the Jife of Narcissus, is his having
fullen fu love with an Eeho, which he aecidentally discovered while
making 2 noise to amuse himselt, o immediately, with the saga-
ciby peeutliar 10 the period, instimated a search aftor the supposed
owner of the volce, but in this he was by no means successful,
thengh he had a very long run, while his futile chase of & mere
sowmd is by no means a proof of his sound sense. Warcissus, how-
sver; #o cover his disappointment, reported thas Echo was o nynaph.
who heving formed an warequited attachment to himself, had pined
away in consequence; watil nothing but her voice remained, atale
whiehdoand extensive credence st the time, but has since beex
donbted npon snatomical prineiples.

-+ Qme morning, whilss Iying on his brosst by the side of a smal
Diece of stagnant water, Nareissus amuging himself by clevating hi
heels alternately in the air, and fishing for tittlebats, becanzo ah-
sorbed in his ownlreflections. These soox assumed a tangible
shape; #s, looking into the pond to see whether he were likely ever
toshave.n nibble, he beheld a form which, fu his vanity and perfect
ignotaneeof optics, he imagined to be-that of some-water wysph
cnpimated by Jis personal appedrance, . :




